THE   MURDER
foreign Prince who is soon to be called father of the land. All is noise and movement, for to-day is a dou^j feast: the Bosnians welcome the heir of Austria's crowi the Serbs among them celebrate the day on which, fi\l centuries ago, their forefathers were crushed on tii Field of Blackbirds—a nation which in song and legen celebrates its greatest defeat as, a fearful warning, ev<| fresh.                                                                           i
This year, however, for the first time, it has becoifii a day of resurrection, for now at last they have beatoj the Turks and the Bulgars. But those hundreds 0 thousands whom Austria forces to call themselves h® subjects, since six years ago Aehrenthal stole the twt occupied provinces, Bosnia and Herzegovina—flesk ^ their flesh—these have a double grudge to-day, becausi this foreign Crown Prince is to force his presence 01 them in sign of mastery, and has brought with him \ wife, who is not recognised as a real wife in Vienna This is the story, as these peasants and townsmen hayj heard it from agents and agitators.
Then, too, what the priests say, violent and confusing stirs to-day in the excited hearts of this people of thre< religions, as they jostle one another in the crowdec streets of their capital. The Croats pray and confess it Roman style; while the Serbs are only orthodox. Foi decades it has been a struggle whether race or religio* were to prove the stronger bond. Their faith draws tfo Gfoats to Western Europe, and so to Austria; blooc; ttt? titem to their Serbian brothers. "To-day we wil asfc him"—so the gaily-dressed Croats are thinking*— 'to-day, when he has drunk a few glasses of our sweets IxWf wine at the feast in the Konak. Is Budapest to gq OH tm&ng us like a pack of thieves, or will not Vienna «W»tor our JeUatchitch, who laid his bloody sword
t|0 jttar of St, Stephen and saved Austria from the
thfice are ifl the ^wn to-day,' of Fdice, a- Hungarian civil servant,ian Countess. A tragic moment for a man whom piety, loneliness, and perhaps sentiment too, impelled
